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Presidentõs Perspective - August 2014  
 

By Randy Kaplin, CRPCA President 
 

 

In June my wife and I were fortunate enough to travel to the west coast to participate in the Porsche 

Parade 2014 in Monterey, California. As we were arriving back in Tulsa we were notified that our daughter 
and her husband, living in Washington, DC, had just purchased a townhouse in Alexandria, Virginia, and 
needed all their belongings that had been stored in our closet for the past three years. When they 
originally moved to DC three years ago they lived in a 600 sq. ft. condo, so needless to say, 1500 sq. ft. 
worth of ñstuffò from their Tulsa home couldnôt be shoe horned into this condo. We became a storage 
depot for their belongings. So to accommodate this request we hitched up a loaded one -way trailer to our 

Oklahoma -sized pick -em -up truck and traveled to the east coast for a week long visit.   
 

After living in Alexandria for a week I was struck by the marked difference in the role the 
automobile plays in heavily populated metropolitan areas versus Oklahoma. Their 
townhouse is located within a half mile of the Metro (a mass transit subway system used 
by many to commute to work,) an Amtrak Depot (which can easily transport you to New 
York City and surrounding towns,) and one Metro stop from Reagan Airport (access to 

anywhere in the world).   
 

Houses with garages in Alexandria are almost non -existent and definitely not affordable to 
anyone short of Speaker of the House or Secretary of State. Most cars are relegated to 
finding a spot on the street near your home or in the best instance (which is their 
situation) there actually is a parking lot so your car doesnôt have to be parked on the 

street and become subject to various owners ñaccidentsò based on their level of proficiency at parallel 

parking.  
 

If you want to wash or clean your car it is almost impossible to do so without a carefully executed plan.  
While there is a water spigot located on the front of their townhouse, to wash your car would require 
snatching that elusive parking space directly in front of the townhouse so your 50 foot hose could reach 
the car for cleaning. Needless to say, cleaning cars in this area is a thriving business for entrepreneurs.  
However after the car is clean, it will not stay that way for long since the cars sit outside continuously and 

the cherry trees on her block continuously shroud nearby cars in red dust.  Silver, gray and light brown 
colors are extremely common on vehicles since they are the easiest to live with in a dirty state.  
 

Donôt even think about owning a large vehicle such as a full size pickup. It is difficult to navigate larger 
cars around the streets of DC and Alexandria, and trying to parallel park one of these vehicles or even 
park in a ñnormalò parking slot requires precision parking skills. Our daughterôs 3 series BMW actually felt 
rather large when maneuvering it around the DC area. If you do elect to drive somewhere, finding a place 

to park requires good luck and planning as well as a fat wallet to pay for parking. In short, driving 
automobiles is discouraged and people flock to the Metro as a means to travel within the DC area.  
 

As a result of this anti -car environment, the entire week I was in Alexandria I saw only a handful of 
Porsches and a couple of exotic sports cars. This type of metropolitan living does not lend itself to 
collecting automobiles or driving a car you cherish. As we were heading back to Tulsa, I couldnôt help but 
think how fortunate folks are in Oklahoma to have real garages and plenty of wide -open spaces to drive 

and enjoy their cars. However, after driving 7600 miles and visiting 18 states in 30 days I am more than 
ready to take a driving break for a while!   
 

Please send to Greg Petzet, our newsletter editor, at cimnews@cox.net , any articles or photos to 
contribute for publication in the Cimarron Trail Newsletter. Letôs hear from some of you closet writers! 
 

See you on the road,  

Randy  
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PCA Cimarron Region Member Update  
Reported by Greg Hart, Membership Chair  

As of August 1, 2014  

  

Primary Members 218  
 

Affiliate Members 146  

 

Total 364  
 

Welcome New Members!  
 

Aubrey Thomas, Broken Arrow, OK -- 2006 911 C4  

Greg Oliphant, Tulsa, OK -- 2003 911 Turbo  
 Clark Ogilvie, Owasso, OK -- 1999 Boxster  

  IN MEMORIAM:     Ted Warren Kell y 
Long time PCA member Ted Kelly passed away July 8 at 81 years of age. Ted attended 
Bixby High School and subsequently graduated from Oklahoma State University with a B.S. 
Degree in Education. He married his wife, Pat, in 1954 before entering the United States 
Army in 1957, where he served for 23 years, was a Purple Heart recipient, and retired a 
Lieutenant Colonel. The United States Postal Service provided Tedôs second career.  
 

Ted and Pat have been fixtures at club events during their 60 years of marriage. Mr. Kelly 
held numerous regional club offices over the years, including President and Secretary. Ted 
was co-chair, with Al Lang, for the national Porsche Parade at Grand Lake oôthe Cherokees 
in 1996, staged by the Warbonnet Region, prior to formation of our present Cimarron 

Region. Following is an excerpt from the November ó96 issue of Panorama: 
 

 ñFrom a social stand  point, the Parade was outstanding. All Parade officials were pleasant and ready  
 to help with problems. Co-chairs Ted Kelly and Al Lang most certainly deserve our thanks for their  

     fine efforts; we observed them going out of their way many  
     times to assist in special situations . . .ò 
 

Inside that same issue of Panorama, Dr. Wolfgang Porsche wrote: 
 

    ñ. . . I thank you too, Ted Kelly. What a great organizing  
     work you and your team have done . . .ò 
 

In addition to his Porsche Club activities, Ted was an avid fisherman, golfer, 
and skier. He also enjoyed spending time with his family at the Grand Lake 
house.  He will surely be missed by his many friends and acquaintances. 
 

Pat Kelly asks that memorial contributions be made to the St. Jude 
Childrenôs Research Hospital, 262 Danny Thomas Pl, Memphis, TN 38105, or 
Bixby Education Endowment Fund, 109 N. Armstrong, Bixby, OK 74008. 
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The 59th Annual Porsche Parade was held in Monterey, California in June. Parade is the Porsche 

Club of Americaôs big event of the year, and this incarnation set the record as the largest ever! 
1200 entrants translated to over 2400 people in attendance.  
 

Cimarron Region President Randy Kaplin and wife Elinor, 

Secretary George Paul and wife, Georgia, and Past 

President Dan Arthrell and wife, Claudia, departed Tulsa 
Friday, June 13, headed west! After a stop for lunch and 

fuel in Amarillo, Texas, they motored onto Gallup, New 

Mexico, where they spent the first night. They continued 
west on Saturday, and after a photo stop to take a picture, 

ñ. . . Standing on a corner in Winslow, Arizona,ò they 

rested for the night in Bakersfield, California. Traversing 

the remainder of the trip on Sunday morning, all reached 
Monterey about 

noon.  
  

Our contingent enjoyed, in part or parcel, all the local 
sites, including Monterey, Carmel, and simply people 

watching. They participated in many of the excursion 

drives available at Parade, including Big Sur, Hearst 

Castle, Cayenne off - road tour, and the Canepa 
Motorsports Museum in Scotts Valley, CA. Dan and 

Claudia ran the Gimmick Rally.  
 

The Golden Gate Region held a DE on Sunday, June 25, 
the final day of Parade. George drove that event at 

Laguna Seca, and said although it was not an official  

Parade event, it was created especially for Parade 
attendees.        >   (Turn the page for more Parade)   >  

George and Georgia 

had all the necessary 

road trip electronics! 

2014 Porsche Parade Report  
By Cimarron Trail Staff  

Photos: George & Georgia Paul. Thank you! 


