
The Cimarron Trail- - -April 2017 

Cimarron PCA 30th Anniversary Special Edition 

1 



 The Cimarron Trail  ---  April 2017  

 

The  
 

Cimarron  

Trail  

 

Cover and opening page   1 

 

Table of Contents   2 

 

From The Editor   3-4 

 

Presidentõs Perspective          5 

 

Bob Miller Letter   6-7 

 

Club Contacts   8 

 

Ladies Corner                         9 

 

Autocross News   10-13 

 

Zone 5 Rep. Jon Jones   14 

 

Zone 5 2017 Presidentõs Meeting 15-18 

 

Maverick Region Plate Vote   19       

 

Rides of March Debrief   20-23 

 

Pause for Ads   24-25 

 

Upcoming Events & Calendar/Ads  26-32 

 

Membership Report   30 

 

Ad Index   33 

 

Sponsorships   34-35 

 

Final Ad   36 

         

            

 

 
2 

APRIL 2017 

PHOTO CREDITS:  Whole-hearted 
THANKS to all who contribute photos to 
The Cimarron Trail: Rick Hardmeyer, 
Jennifer & Mike Fugate, Kathy & Dirk 
Hume, Joy Jones, Susan & Rod 
Nordstrom, Orlando Dumalag, Randy 
Kaplin, Jean Kelley, Bill Jacobi, Eddie & 
Troy Hall, Cliff Fisch. Your efforts are 
greatly appreciated!  
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 IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƎƻǧŜƴ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ tƻǊǎŎƘŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 

ŀǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǎŀǿ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 

ƻƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΣ άLΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊ ƻƴŜ 

ŘŀȅέΗ 

 L ƪƴƻǿ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ tƻǊǎŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ L 

ŎǊŀǾŜŘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǘ Řŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎŀǊ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ LŦ ƴƻǘΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ 

ƻƭŘ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ tƻǊǎŎƘŜǎΗ  

 ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛƳŀǊǊƻƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ t/! ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ нлмтΗ 

Lǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǧŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭǳōΗ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻȅŀƭ ǎǳǇπ

ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŎŀǊǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΗ 
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The Cimarron Trail- - -April 2017 

From The Editorõs Desk 

Well, we had some of our normal Oklahoma weather last month! 
One day it is 90 degrees and the next day in the 30ôs. My wife and I 
moved to Hawaii from 2014 to 2016 and the weather stayed around 
85 degrees almost all the time, so I guess I forgot how the weather is 
here, even though I grew up here all of my life. 
I had my top down a couple of weeks ago because it was actually 
hot and beautiful outside. By the time I got out of my meeting, it 
was freezing and getting ready to rain and I had to hurry and get the 
top up and turn my heated seats on. I guess thatôs why I always keep 
my umbrella next to the door and my coat in the boot. Either way, 
there is no bad days in a Porsche in my opinion. I have the Carrera 
4, so it handles pretty much all types of weather pretty well, so I just 
have to wash it a lot if I choose to drive it in inclement weather. Do 
you guys feel the same way, or are you the sunny day drivers only? 
I was laughing the other day, because I forgot 2 different pass-
words to sites that I use on the internet, so I had to use my challenge 
questions to retrieve it. On both of them, one of the questions was 
ówhat is your dream carô, and the answer was a Porsche. That was a 
long time before I ever got one. I am a very humble person, so I 
smile everytime I  get to drive mine because I never thought that 
was a dream I would achieve. It may not be a new one, but it is still 
the coolest car I have ever owned and I get looks and compliments 
all the time.  
I still donôt get looks from the hot girls like guys do in the music 
videos (ha ha ha), but thatôs OK, my wife still glares at me and I 
think that means she still loves me and finds me sexy in my Porsche 
(at least thatôs what I tell myself) and that works for me!  

 
Have a great month and hope to see you at some events!  
 
God Bless, 
 
Marvin 
 
 
 

Please feel free to submit any comments, questions, or submissions 
to me at: cimnews2@gmail.com 

 
 
 

ñItôs Not Just the Cars, Itôs the People.ò   
 

 

MARVIN RIST 

Editor 

cimnews2@gmail.com 

The opinions, news, and 
information in the Cimarron 
Trail reflect the individual 
views of the writers, and are 
not necessarily the official 
opinions of the Cimarron 
Region PCA or this newsletter. 
None of these organizations 
assume responsibility for 
accuracy. Cimarron Trail is an 
official publication for the 
Cimarron Region PCA and is 
published monthly, or as 
sufficient content is available. 
The editor reserves the right to 
edit articles for length and 
content. Material may be 
reprinted with the exception of 
ads, provided credit is given to 
the author.  

Submission deadline 25th 
day of the month for the 
upcoming newsletter please. 
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 ²ƻǿΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ [ŀǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ ŀǎ L 

ǿŀǎ ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛƳŀǊǊƻƴ 

¢ǳǊƴǇƛƪŜ όŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴύ L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǊŜŀǊǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ άƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪέ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦ  !ǎ L 

ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ IŀƭƭŜǧΣ L ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ 

ōȅ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ 

Řŀȅ ǳƴŦƻƭŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ƎǊŜǿ ōƛƎƎŜǊΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 

Ǝƻǘ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǾƛŎŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎƻƭƻ 

ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΦ  !ǎ L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ  L 

ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƛƳŀǊǊƻƴ wŜπ

ƎƛƻƴΤ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǊŀŘŜǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŜǊǎΦ 

 !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬǊǎǘ 59 ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΥ ²ŜƴŘŜƭƭ YŀǊǊ-!ƪŜ ŀƴŘ .ŜǾ /ŀǊƭƛƭŜΣ 

59 /ƘŀƛǊǎΣ Wŀǎƻƴ ¢ƻƭƭƛǎƻƴΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜǊǊȅƭ tƘƛƭπ

ƭƛǇǎΣ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ hǳǊ /ƘƛŜŦ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ 

LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ DŀǊȅ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘΣ ŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ wƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ wŜōŜŎπ

Ŏŀ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴπ

ǎǘǊǳŎǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǘ /ƛƳŀǊǊƻƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ 

ŘŀȅǎΦ 

 [ŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƛŘΣ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΣ 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΦ  hǳǊ 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ aŀȅŦŀǎǘ нлмтΣ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ 
ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦŎƭǳōǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΦƴŜǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ƎŜǩƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ tƻǊǎŎƘŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ōȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŀǘŎƘΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜΦ 
!ǘ ƻǳǊ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΣ wƛǎƪ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ Řƛǎπ

ŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀƭƭ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻǾπ

ŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ t/! ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻǿ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻǊ ƴƻ 

Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ¢ƻ ƪŜŜǇ Ŏƻǎǘ ƭƻǿΣ 

t/! ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǿŀƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǎǘōŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ǿƻǊƴ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǿŀƛǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘǊƛǾπ

ŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ 

ōǳǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƻŎǊƻǎǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ 

ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜǎ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴΦ   

 CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ .ƻō aƛƭƭŜǊ 

ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ Y9hΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ  L ŦŜƭǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŜƭŜπ

ōǊŀǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ олǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΣ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǇπ

ǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΣ ŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ .ƻō ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƛǘΦ 

 ²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ !ǇǊƛƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ 

ŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ ŀǳǘƻŎǊƻǎǎ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ фǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

.ƭǳŜ wƻǎŜ /ŀŦŞ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мфǘƘΦ !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ hȊŀǊƪ wŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ плǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ннƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǊ 

.ƻƴƴŜǘ ƛǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ рлǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нфǘƘΦ L 

ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƻǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ L ƎŜǘ ƛǘΦ 

  

 άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ 

 

  Wƻȅ WƻƴŜǎΣ 

  /wt/! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
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SUNEXPECTED BENEFITS FROM VOLUNTEERING 

THE SURPRISE HAPPENINGS CREATED BY BEING INVOLVED 

By: Bob Miller 

 An interest in automobiles and road racing prompted me to join SCCA.  After viewing races at Watkins Glen and 

working SCCA races at Nelson Ledges, the car illness hit.  I purchased a Corvair Spider and then a Pontiac GTO.  In 1965, an 

employment opportunity brought me to Guthrie, Oklahoma.  I purchased a 912 in 1968 and joined Porsche Club of America 

to become active in the War Bonnet Region.  War Bonnet Region covered the entire state of Oklahoma and most events were 

held in the Tulsa area.  Involvement in the club became a release from the demands of business management and I found 

pleasure in various club activities.  Wanting to contribute, a new friend, Al Lang and I along with others came up with the 

ideas leading to an event that lasted 27 years, War Bonnet Tech.  

 War Bonnet Tech was the first attraction of its kind that gathered ñhands onò oriented members, PCA presidents, na-

tional staff, and Panorama writers.  Held once a year in the spring, it grew as numerous technical experts shared their 

knowledge, and Porsche Club members from across the United States arrived to listen and learn.  We were fortunate to have 

engineers from the Porsche research center in Weissach, Germany, and Dr. Helmuth Bott, the head of the development center 

for Porsche engineering, as guest speakers.  My involvement and work with War Bonnet Tech created many surprises.   

 

THE FIRST SURPRISE 

 At the 1983 Parade, I was introduced to Dr. Bott by Dr. Bob White, an engineer teaching at the University of Illinois, 

who had worked summers at Weissach.  Bob had been a War Bonnet speaker for many years and thought we should try to 

encourage Dr. Bott to attend the event.  My visit with Dr. Bott was successful and he became a featured speaker.  When I was 

taking Dr. Bott to the airport, he suggested that the event needed a contest.  With a hopeful outlook, I agreed and asked, 

ñWould your engineers be willing to develop the contests?ò  Dr. Bottôs encouragement created an event that benefitted the 

club in many ways.  Not only did future speakers develop the contests, but they brought wonderful prizes.  Winners received 

car parts from the Porsche Indy engine, art work from company archives (that could only be released with corporate permis-

sion), and amazing awards that would have been totally impossible without Dr. Bottôs involvement.  Not since the support of 

these War Bonnet Weissach speakers has any event had such wonderful Weissach support.  

                                                                                                                              

 

              (Cont. on Page 7) 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƛŦŜǝƳŜ /ƛƳŀǊǊƻƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ t/! aŜƳπ

ōŜǊ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘ /ƛƳŀǊǊƻƴ t/! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ aǊΦ aƛƭƭŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŘƛπ

Ŏŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŬƴŜ ƭŜǧŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ Ŏƭǳō ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ōȅ aǊΦ 

aƛƭƭŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ tƻǊǎŎƘŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜπ

Ǝƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 



 The Cimarron Trail  ---  April 2017  

                       (Cont. from Page 6) 

 

 

AND THE NEXT SURPRISES  

 Tony Lapine, the man in charge of Design at Porsche, spoke at War Bonnet Tech.  When Tony 

learned that I was picking up a 1986 944 Turbo at the factory, he and Wolfhelm Gorrison also a former 

Tech speaker, picked Al and I up at our Stuttgart hotel.  The next few hours provided an amazing experi-

ence and it only got better!  First we went to Weissach to be taken past several control panels before en-

tering the Design Studio.  Once inside, we viewed clay sculptures of forthcoming models, and beheld 

drawings of future car designs.  On our next adventure, Tony and Wolfhelm took us to France in a 

Volkswagen Vanagon, powered by a 911 engine and a drive train with suspension plus wheels, the wiz-

ards at the factory had improved the vehicle by just a little!  Going down the autobahn in the outside lane 

with Tony flashing his lights and signaling for Mercedes and others to move over proved to be more than 

a little fun.  When we crossed the border, we were surprised to see there would be no stopping.  A wave 

of the hand indicated that this vehicle had crossed many times.  After purchasing some pastries, we drove 

to view the French Maginot Line, a historic part of French war defenses.  We were parked in an area 

marked óVERBOTENô, enjoying our Porsche wine and delicacies, when we had a shock.  To our surprise 

it looked like the entire French army was coming toward us and they didnôt look happy! Tony and Wolf-

helm did some pretty impressive convincing and soon we were safely on our way. The day before, the nu-

clear disaster at Chernobyl had occurred, and the army was checking the underground area of the old de-

fense line as a protection from atomic fallout.  We laughed and joked at the thought that it would be diffi-

cult to explain to Dr. Bott that the French army had captured a Super Vanagon.  

 Wherever we went the exhaust sound coming from the Porsche Vanagon turned heads.  Rumor had 

it that the factory had considering producing the Vanagon, and that three had been built.  Apparently the 

price of $35,000.00 would have made the vehicle too expensive, so it was never put into production.  

  After visiting the wonderful Cathedral in Strasbourg, Tony gave us another unexpected surprise.  

We followed him down a long narrow neighborhood street and into what appeared to be a private home.  

Wrong, it was a little restaurant that he had discovered years before, and he had ordered one of his favor-

ite dinners prepared for us.  After great food and good wine, we returned to Weissach enjoying the engine 

tones of the Porsche Vanagon.  What better day could two Porsche lovers possibly have? 

AND ALL THIS FROM VOLUNTEERING TO WORK ON A REGIONAL EVENT! 

 

Bob Miller, 

Lifetime Cimarron Region PCA Member and Past President 
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